
September 23, 2015 

Ms. Stephanie L. J onaitis 
Pepper Hamilton LLP 
301 Carnegie Center, Suite 400 
Princeton, NJ 08543-5276 

Re: Appeal of Freedom oflnformation No. 14831 

Dear Ms. Jonaitis: 

THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ 

FOi Administrator 

This is in fmiherance of our July 31, 2015 letter transmitting the decision of the Po1i Authority 
Freedom oflnformation Review Board (the "FIRB") in connection with the May 29, 2015 
appeal of your April 8, 2015 Freedom of Information request. 

The FIRB was unable to determine if the withheld documents specifically challenged in this 
appeal, as highlighted by the requester in the Exemption Log, fall within the relevant, 
corresponding New York and New Jersey State "competitive advantage" and "deliberative 
process" exemptions, as OSEC has failed to set forth any paiiicularized basis for claiming those 
privileges. Therefore, it was the decision of the FIRB that OSEC set fmih, specifically and 
factually, the basis of the withholding each and all of the challenged documents within 45 days. 

Material responsive to your request and available under the Code is attached. Certain portions of 
the material are exempt from disclosure as, among other classifications, intra-agency deliberative 
process. 

Please refer to the above FOI reference number in any future correspondence relating to your 
request. 

Very truly yours, 

Dam1y Ng 
FOI Administrator 

Enclosure 

4 World Trade Cente1; 18th Floor 
150 Greenwich Street 
New York, NY I 0007 
T 212 435 7348 F. 212 435 7555 



August 9, 2010 

VRH Construction Corp. 
3w-6rand Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 

Attention: Mr. Jeffrey Konen 

. ~ PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ 

SUBJECT: 

Reference: 

NEW ARI( LlBERTY INTERNATIONAL AJRPORT 
EWR-264,003 -TERMINAL B MODERNIZATION PROGRAM 
LOWER LEVEL EXPANSION & Bl VERTICAL CIRCULATION 
VRH letter to PANYNJ, dated 7/29/10 

Dear Mr. Konen: 

We are in receipt of your letter regarding the clarifications to lhe rece1iification of the Low Voltage 
Switchgears-SA, SB, NB and EMDS-1 (North Generator). 

Many of the Port Authority's concerns have been addressed in your response, but the following items 
listed below must be agreed to in order for the PA to fully accept and allow the recertification to 
commence: 

l. Submit a fully inclusive certification process, which incorporates all correspondences to date to 
the Resident Engineer for final review. The certification process is defined as all inspections and 
test procedures proposed by Siemens, SM Electric, VRH and the P01i Authority. The reference 
correspondences are as follows: 

a. Siemens' Letter dated June 30, 2010 
b. VRH Letter, J. Konen to M. Wallace, dated July 29, 2010 
c. This correspondence 

2. I,n the absence of a definitive conclusion to the busbar discoloration/corrosion and an explanation 
to what environmental factors the equipment may have been exposed to, the PA is requiring a 
five (5) year warranty from the in-service date with thermographic testing pe1formed in 
accordance with NETA standards at the following intervals: 6 mo., 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5th year. The 
thermographic testing must be performed by a certified, independent, third party testing agency. 

3. All devices designated for destructive testing and/or shipment back to the factory will be chosen 
in the field by PA Resident Engineer. 

4. All destructive testing will be performed at Newark Airport in the witness of a PA representative. 
5. The galvanized connections to the uncoated busbar sections have yet to be addressed. A 

corrective action to this issue must be received or all galvanized connections removed and 
replaced. 

6. Any sections of busbar that were burnished or sanded in an attempt to remove the discoloration 
must be replaced. 

Please forward your concurrence and all pertaining documentation so that work can commence. 

Sincerely, 

~E.,IBE~ .• 
Senior Resident Engineer 
Central Te1mtnal Arca, E'NR 

Building 41' 125, Central Terminal Area 
t .. Jet''r'ark, ,AJJ 07 J 14 
T.' 973 622 0800 



~PORTAU1110RITVOFNY&NJ 

July 23, 2010 

VRH Construction Corp. 
320.Grand Avenue 
Englewood. NJ 07631--------=~-·--:-::-~-~'..,._,,,_-,,--: .--::._-:_,,·.-.:._: .. ::-.. --:~=~'.::'.::~:'.'.=-==-~:~~"':'::-:'.':"":":"::::::::::=:::::=::~-:::::-'~"'c"'.::"'~=:=:=::~=:-:-= . ---·--····----··~·-----·-- ···-

Attention; Mr. Jeffrey Konen 

SUBJECT: NEWARK LIBERTY lNTERNA TIONAL AIRPORT 
· EWR-264.003 - TERMINAL B MODERNJZA TION PROGRAM 
LOWER LEVEL EXPANSION & D1 VERTICAL CIRCULATION 

Refel•ence: Siemens letter to PANYNJ, dated 6/30/10 

Dear Mr. Konen: 

We are in receipl of the Siemens's letter forwarded by VRH that reviews and provides reconunendations 
for recertification of the Low Voltage Switchgears SA, SB and NB. 

The Port Authority acknowledges that this issue is finally being given the proper priority and attention; 
however, several questions have arisen that need to be reviewed in order fo1· a final detemunation to be 
provided. They are as follows: 

Repait' to Discolored Busbar 

I. Pg 2 - How will the bus be cleaned between the stacked bus bars? How will it be verified? 
2. Pg 2 - Under Recommended Steps, the installation of brushed on electroplate on the exposed 

electrical connection points does not fully address the remaining bus that was to be plated in 
accordance with PA Specifications. 

3. Pg 2 - what is the procedure if evidence of corrosion is found on any of the equipment identified 
in (1) through (6)? 

4. The installation of this brush-on plating must be done by a certified entity, approved by the 
manufacturer, Siemens. Written confirmation of this approval would be required. 

Electrical Components 

1. Thel'e is no mention of inspection for the electronic trip units and/or replacement if corrosion or 
damage is found. 

2. Item #5 on page 3 states "Return one circuit breaker from each lineup." It rieeds to be changed 
to "Return one WL circuit breaker and one molded case circuit breaker from each switchgear 
and switchboard." 

Building 1r r 25, Central Terminal Area 
Newark, NJ 07 I 14 
T: 973 622 0800 



Cont'd 
Mt. Jeffrey Konen Page2 

intdtlitionio"tne"ftbewf~,4hisaal.ate.st~letter~otfull¥ address or_determine what wa$ Wlle root cause of 
the initial busbar discoloration. Without a definitive response, statements regarding tfue: service life of the 

· ·- · --c·equ1pmtmFare:questITmalll~:w-o.uld::ha-ve::to·be-baekecl-l?y-a-wa.r.i:ant.y,.gf:.bettev..tha~ggested one 
year for tile Port Authority's consideration. 

Furthermore, any future response regarding this issue needs to come from VRH, witb Sil!pporting 
documentation from SM Electric, and Siemens, The PA has a Contract with VRH and: we expect our 
general contractor to outline !\Ud captain all efforts necessary to put this issue to rest. . The Resident 
Engineer's Office and Facility staffs are available to meet with you at the earliest conv~nience if 
necessary to discuss the aforementioned concerns and reach a viable resolution. 

Michael C. Wallace, P.E., LEED AP 
Senior Resident Engineer 
Central Tenninal Area, EWR 



JuJy-z9;·wrn-- -· ·· 

M.t. lvlichael C. Wallace, PE. 
Tbe Pott Authority of NY & NJ 
Newftfk Liberty International-1\irport 
Building 7 4, CT A 
Newittk, NJ 07'1 'J 4 

Re; EWR.264.003 
Teuninal B Modernization Program 
Lower Level B}..-pansion & B1 Vertical Circtilatiot~ 
VRH 2034 

Dear Jvl.r. Wallace, 

The followit1g l'esponse .is provided to the questions taised in yoUf 7 /23/lO correspondence 
regatding the proposed recertification to the Siemens switchgear, 

-. ·---·--·-----· --------
Repait to Discolored Busbar 

1, As part of the recertification process in each vertical section Siemens will visually inspect 
at I.east fout bolted joint contact surfaces by dfoassembling the Joint to ensure that tl1e silvet 
plating is still iutact, The inspection will include both the cable m:id bus compat:tlnents. 

Prelim.inaty inspections pre.formed to date have co11fumed that the silver pbting rernii.t1s 
intact, Iti the event that the plating is not fully intact at any bolted connection, remedial repnit 
to xestote the silver plating will be petfot111ed, 

2. As confirmed by Bany Powell of Siemens in r.iur 7 /28/10 confetencc call; "The loss of 
silver outside the electrical joints will not reduce the current carryit1g capadty or 11egatively 
impact the tempetn.ture rise of ilie bus bats m set·vice at1d will not teducc the effective service 
life of the equipment 

3. Durit1g the tecertifici:ition process, any components or. equipment found to be 
comprnmiscd by conosion m other means will be refutbished ot replaced. 

4, A representative from the silver plating ma.nt1factutet will train and certify S, lvL Elcclric 
personnel fo1: the installation of the field applied silver plating. Siemens will inspecl the 
applkat.ion as patt of the 1'ecertificatio11 process, Wtitten cot1.fumatio11 of training will be 
provided. 
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July 29, 2010 

Mt. Michael C. Wallace, P.E. 
T>age -2 

Electdcal Components 

1. All electtonic t:rjp units will be visually im;p=ted as part of the ;recei'tificacion process. 

In addition, one unit £rom each line up (total af four units) w:ill be disassembled for complete 
inte.tnal analysis. 

2. One WL circuit breaker from each line up (total of 4 breakers) will be shipped offsite for 
bench testing above nnd beyond fieldinspecti.on. One molded case breaker from 
switchboards B1 at1d B2 will be shipped offsite for bench testing above and beyond field 
inspection. 

Prior to commencement of the recertification process, Siemens will prepare a report to outline 
the inspection and testing proceduteR to be performed as part of the tecertlfication. This 
teport will be transmitted via sepai:ate cove.t. · 

Siemens will furnish a fin~ tecertification i:eport and documentation stating that the 
equipment is certified as new consistent with. new, switchgear being shipped from the facto1-y. 

Siemet1s will pcovide a wru.-ra11ty for the equipment for a period of two (2) yearB from the i11 
setvice date. 

JPK:vmd 

7 23 10 Re,<Corr.doc 

l~ONfiTRl!CTION con\>, 


